
county highlight | by lecia langston, economist

Washington County—in recent years 
those two words have become almost 
synonymous with rapid growth. Rightly 

so. The county has consistently ranked among the 
fastest growing counties in Utah for years. Now, 
Utah’s Dixie is getting national attention. Recent 
press releases from U.S. data-gathering agencies 
often mention the St. George, UT metropolitan 
statistical area (Washington County).  Why all the 
attention now? The county’s recent designation 
as a metropolitan statistical area (MSA) includes it 
in many new data-collection programs. Utah now 
shares its knowledge of Washington County’s hot 
economy with the rest of the nation. 

For more information:
 http://jobs.utah.gov/jsp/wi/utalmis/gotoCounties.do

•In November 2006, the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
ranked the St. George, UT Metropolitan Statistical 
Area (MSA) second for job growth (behind only 
hurricane-ravaged New Orleans).

•The Census Bureau ranked the St. George, UT MSA 
population as the second-fastest growing in the nation 
for 2004-2005.

•In September, the Federal Office of Housing Oversight 
ranked the St. George MSA ninth for home-price 
appreciation in the U.S.

•The St. George, UT MSA had the 10th lowest 2004 
per capita personal income among U.S. metropolitan 
areas.

So
ur

ce
: U

ta
h 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t 

of
 W

or
kf

or
ce

 S
er

vi
ce

s;
 U

.S
. 

B
ur

ea
u 

of
 L

ab
or

 S
ta

ti
st

ic
s.

-2%
0%
2%
4%
6%
8%

10%
12%
14%
16%
18%
20%

1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006p
p = preliminary

?

��  March/April 2007

Non-farm




